Chapter 8:
Sociological Critical Theories 
and Integrated Theories


All responses should be in your own words.  Avoid using definitions or quotes from the text.  While it is easy to repeat what is in the text, the ability to rephrase concepts into your own words will increase the likelihood that you will be able to understand and retain the information. Please type your response to each question directly under the question.  

These questions are taken largely from the course textbook.  However, the sections required and supplemental materials may also be useful in completing this assignment.  This assignment is required and will also serve as a reference for your individual review and study.

1.  How do critical theories differ from mainstream theories?


2. List no less than five critical theories.


3. What are the strength and weaknesses of labeling theory?


4. Choose a conflict theory that you either agree with or disagree with the most.  Explain the theory and explain why you agree or disagree with the theory.


5. How does peacemaking theory connect to conflict theory?


6. How does conflict theory differ from Marxist theory?


7. Choose an integrated theory of crime that you either agree with or disagree with the most.  Explain the theory and explain why you agree or disagree with the theory.


8. What theory from this chapter do you agree with the most?  Provide a detailed policy suggestion to address the problem of crime from the perspective of your chosen theory.


**At the end of each chapter you will find a list of key terms, review questions, web sources, and web exercises.  While these sections are not required, these are useful study aids.  Their utilization is strongly encouraged.**
